
 
 
 
 
 
 
8/19/2021 
 
 
RSU 18 Parents, Students and Community, 
 
This evening at the RSU 18 School Board meeting, the Board accepted approved our plans to open 
schools this fall.  In just a couple of weeks the amazing RSU 18 staff will welcome back all students.  
This year we will not be offering synchronous remote learning like we did last year.  It is too important to 
have our students in school.  However, many of the protocols that were in place last year to keep schools 
open and to keep people safe will continue: this includes increased cleaning procedures, encouraging 
hand washing / sanitizing, outdoor learning environments, additional sections of lunch, etc. 
 
Social distancing in classrooms will be provided to the extent possible, but not at the expense of having 
all kids in school or providing a quality educational experience.  Our classrooms will have extra spacing 
but will function as close to normal as we can. 
 
Masks are the biggest question people ask about.  In RSU 18, as of September 1 (first day of school), 
masks will be required in our schools regardless of vaccination status.  
 
Here are the reasons: 
 

1. Last year, our schools were open five days a week all year.  At times during the year, we did have 
students and staff come into our schools who unknowingly were positive for COVID-19.   Each 
of these cases led to numerous people being identified as a close contact.  In some cases, it was 
well over 100 people identified.  Despite this, through the entire year, NONE OF OUR STAFF 
OR STUDENTS ended up getting COVID-19 through transmission at school.   

 
2. Last week the Maine and US CDC announced new protocols for masking / contact tracing in 

schools.  If we require masks and we meet minimum spacing requirements, if it is determined that 
there is a positive case in one of our schools, students who are close contacts due to exposure at 
school will not have to quarantine from school.  At this time, we believe it is likely that we will 
have cases in our schools.  If we do not require masks, I fear that many of our students will end 
up having to quarantine and miss out on their education.  If exposure happens outside of school or 
other times when students are not wearing masks, they will still have to quarantine. 

 
 
 
There will be differences when compared to last year. 

1.  Masks will NOT be required outside 
2. Social distance rules will be in place to the extent possible 
3. Mask breaks will be allowed in schools 
4. All students will be in school 
5. If a student is exposed at school, they will not have to quarantine from school 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data from Maine and Kennebec County will be reviewed regularly to determine if a recommendation will 
be made to change our masking requirements.   Some of the data my team will look at:   

• Positivity rate 
• Active cases in Maine / Kennebec County 
• Recommendations from state officials 
• Number of new cases in Maine / Kennebec County 
• County designation by the Maine CDC 
• Vaccination Rates in Kennebec County / our towns 
• Hospitalizations 

 
This year, all students will be in school, extra and co-curricular activities will all be taking place, student 
quarantines due to close contacts will be greatly reduced, free meals will be provided for all students, and 
our students will continue to get the excellent education they need and deserve.   
 
I know this plan will be a popular decision with some, and unpopular with others.  This decision has been 
made because it allows us to keep our students in school.  But this is not a decision that is set for the year, 
it will be revisited regularly.  If / when the conditions and data improve, and we can relax the 
requirements without having to greatly impact the education and safety of students, then changes to this 
masking practice will be considered.   
 
Please, I urge everyone to support this decision.  Just like I will urge everyone to support a decision if and 
when a change in the mask policy is made.  Every School, Every Student, Every Day…. we are staying 
true to our commitment to provide all students with the best education possible.  I thank you for the 
amazing support we have received.   As always, if you have questions or concerns, reach out to me, I am 
always happy to listen.   
 
 
 
 
 


